Abstract Some vignettes from the career of Professor Bezalel Peleg.
day, at the beginning of class, I simply asked, "would Mr. Bezalel Peleg please identify himself?" Bezalel raised his hand, and I said "Thank you, Mr. Peleg." That was our first encounter.
A few years later, Bezalel became my scientific first-born: the first student to do a doctorate with me. He went on to become the internationally celebrated-and prolific-Game Theorist that he is.
I close with an anecdote about our mathematics department-something that really happened. One year, the department was asked by the dean to suggest two people for slots that were opening up in the Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics. Four serious mathematicians were candidates; so the department chairman, a renowned mathematician, called a department meeting to pick two out of the four. All were excellent, so the choice was difficult. After a long discussion, it was decided to take a vote. The chairman turned to me, and asked for advice on how to do this. I said that I'm no expert in voting theory; all I know is that there is no way to do it right. But if you want practical advice, I said, we do have in this room one of the world's greatest experts on voting theory, namely Prof. Bezalel Peleg. So the chairman asked Bezalel, and Bezalel suggested a method; I do not recall what it was. That method was used to select two out of the four, the meeting was closed, and we all went home.
The next morning, I met the chairman in the corridor. He said, Yisrael, your Game Theory is terrible. I said, why do you say that? He said, not only is most of the department opposed to last night's decision, but there is even a specific pair that most of the department prefers to the one chosen. I asked, which pair, so he specified it. I said, you know what, you're right; but there is another pair (which I specified) that most of the department prefers to yours, and still another pair (which I also specified) that most of the department prefers to that one, and most of the department prefers the chosen pair to that last one. Moreover, that kind of difficulty can't be avoided; it's always possible, and indeed there's a theorem to that effect. So this renowned mathematician says, "Ah, you and your theorems."
So to Bezalel I say, "Bezalel, you and your theorems: Keep it up!"
